A Uniform Advance Voter Registration Age 

Boosting More Efficient Registration and Education Programs

A FairVote Democracy innovation 

FairVote proposes that states establish a uniform initial voter registration age of 16, with these advance-registered voters automatically added to the voting rolls upon when they reach voting age, ideally with information about the mechanics of voting.

FACTS ABOUT UNIFORM VOTER REGISTRATION:

· A significant disparity exists between the percentage of young people registered to vote compared with the percentage of the general population.

· 72.7% of eligible Maryland voters are registered 
· 55.8% of eligible Maryland voters age 18-24 are registered
· A uniform voter registration age often does not exist.

· In odd years, all 17-year-olds and some 16-year-olds can register in Maryland. In even years, some 17-year-olds and no 16-year-olds can register. 
· The lack of uniformity creates confusion and makes it harder to run effective voter registration programs in schools and at the Division of Motor Vehicles.
· A uniform advance-registration age does not require new registration database system.
· In many states, advance-registered voters already are inputted into the voter registration database as “pending.” The State Board of Elections in Maryland transfers “pending” voters to “active” status when they become eligible to vote.

· Lowering the advance-registration age does NOT change the voting age.
· The 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution sets the voting age at 18-years-old.

· Local and state jurisdictions can lower the voting age if they so choose, but it is a separate question from voter registration.

Why is 16-years-old the right age for advance-registration?

· When applying for a driver’s license, a 16-year-old can register to vote at the DMV.
· 16-years-old is the compulsory school attendance age.
· Maryland already allows 16-year-olds to register during parts of the election cycle.
Why aren’t the registration programs currently in high schools good enough?

· Registration drives typically do not focus on anyone other than seniors.
· Even innovative registration programs likes ones in Montgomery County (MD) report much higher registration rates in odd years than even years due to current law.
· No statutory requirement for voter registration in schools exists.
· A standardized voting curriculum would encourage students to learn about the mechanics of participation (i.e. requesting absentee ballots).
Does registering to vote at a younger age have long-term benefits?  

· States like Maryland has already recognized the importance of early participation by allowing 17 year olds to serve as full-time election judges. Montgomery County allows young people as early as 6th-grade to assist at the polls.
· Academic studies and electoral analyses show that voting behavior is habit-forming. If you vote, you will likely keep voting. If you don’t vote, you probably won’t start.
FairVote

6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 610, Takoma Park, MD 20912

www.fairvote.org      info@fairvote.org     (301) 270-4616


